Elkhart Lake Police Department Bicycle Safety Information
Recently our department received a request for information about the proper way to ride a bicycle. With the latest creation of bike lanes in many cities people have become confused on their proper usage and what exactly should be done when they are encountered. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bicycles are to be treated just like motor vehicles in that they need to obey all traffic laws including stop signs, yield signs, turning requirements and travel direction. According to state law bicycles are also not allowed to operate on sidewalks and are required to operate as far right as practicable (practicable generally means safe and reasonable), except when making left turns. Although remember also that when passing parked vehicles to give room so as not to get the “door prize”.
The bike lanes that many cities have are used as a reminder to the motoring public that bicycles are present. Furthermore, they should be used by bicyclists as an area that motorists are expecting bicycles to be present therefore keeping you safer while biking. 
While operating a vehicle you are also required to operate safely while around bicycles. Bicycles, just as motorcycles, share the road with everyone. Given that bicycles operate slower than vehicles it is evident that you will need to pass them. When that time comes remember that you need to allow a minimum of 3 feet when passing and maintain that clearance until you can safely pull back into your lane. 
Here are some interesting statistics on cycling and helmet use from the Wisconsin DOT:
· Children are particularly prone to error-related crashes. Child errors account for more than 90% of all child bicycle crashes.
· 60% of adult bicycle crashes are the result of motorist, not bicyclist, error. The most common is a left turn across the path of an oncoming bicycle.
· A frequent and unexpected error among both adult and child bicyclists is riding the wrong way in traffic. Wrong-way bicycle riding is involved in 1/3 of all bicycle-motor vehicle crashes.
· Wearing a bike helmet can reduce 85% of head injuries that result from crashes.
· Children ages 5 to 14 make up only 14% of the population but account for over half of all bicycle injuries

Be predictable! Let other users know where you intend to go and maintain an understood course.

For more information contact the Elkhart Lake Police Department at (920) 876-2244 or visit the Wisconsin Department of Transportation website at 
http://www.dot.state.wi.us/modes/bicycles.htm
